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Dear Parents and Students,                                       
Our fifth grade Discovery class will begin an in-class clay animation project.  This assignment projects the flow of the written word to the art form of digital expression.  Students may choose to retell a novel, recreate an historical event, or explain a science, social studies, or math concept that was covered in fourth grade.  This unit covers the following Common Core Georgia Performance Standards, as well as others, based on the student’s choice of topic:
CC ELA Grade 5 Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 
You might be familiar with “Wallace and Gromit” or the movie “Chicken Run.”  Our animations will be MUCH shorter, but they will have a story to tell.  This is a fun and exciting project, and we may need your help to make it a success.

We will provide the students with an ample amount of clay, but if you have any of the extras from the list provided on the back around your home, without putting much expense into it, it could help our projects be more realistic.

Students will divide into groups of 2 - 3 to create their animations, so supplies will be shared.  They will brainstorm their storyboard and what they will need for their individual group.

If you want to donate clay as well, it must be NON-HARDENING clay.  Playdough will not work.  Students are not required to bring extra materials.  This is just a wish list should your student wish to add more to their story design.  Teams MUST bring storage (shoebox, plastic bin, etc.) to keep their supplies in until the project is finished.

When we begin the animation process, we may need a few more “directors” and “assistants” for our movies.  Please let me know if you’d like to volunteer.  
Melissa McMillan

Discovery Teacher
Extras:

Non-hardening modeling clay

Aluminum foil

Craft/popsicle sticks

Pipe cleaners

Styrofoam balls or blocks of various sizes

Beads

Sequins

Felt, yarn, feathers, cloth
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