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October 21, 2013
Dear Parents, 

We have just finished our first interdisciplinary unit of the school year, Interdependence and Owl Pellets.  Portfolios for this unit will go home with students this week.   Traveling through the Nifty Fifty  is our next enrichment unit.  During this unit, students will use a Web Quest to explore the geography of the United States.  Our Web Quest project will include planning a family vacation, learning the location of all 50 states and learning the capital of each state.      
New Unit Information Below:
Unit Title: Traveling Through the Nifty Fifty
Big Idea:  Knowing where each state is located helps us to better understand where places are and where events happen.
Gifted Strand: Research skills, Communication skills
Curriculum Theme: Knowledge
Standards:
· SS3G1 The student will locate major topographical features of the United States of America.
· ELACC3W1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.

·  ELACC3W6: With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish writing (using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others. 

At Home:

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/web_games.htm
http://www.kidsgeo.com/geography-games/united-states-america-map-game.php
http://www.kidsgeo.com/geography-games/usa-capitals-map-game.php
Summative Assessments: 

1. States and capitals test

2. Travel brochure on MS Publisher and persuasive letter to parents (a rubric will be used to assess this project)

 Thank you for your time and your continued support.  If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

Melissa McMillan
Discovery Teacher

